
Panola Early College High School 
Believe, Achieve, Succeed 

Panola Early College High School is a partnership between 
Panola Schools & Panola College 



Panola Early College High School gen-

uinely engages a wide spectrum of stu-

dents by offering a complete and rigor-

ous curriculum, supported by technol-

ogy and aligned to student interests 

and educational standards. Flexible 

and innovative coursework with an 

applied learning focus is provided in a 

challenging and supportive environ-

ment. Students will earn a high school 

diploma and be provided the oppor-

tunity to earn an Associate's college 

degree, certification or transferable 

college credits, enabling them to at-

tend college and pursue a career path.  

MISSION 

What is an Early College High School? 

Early College High Schools (ECHS) are in-
novative high schools that allow students least 
likely to attend college an opportunity to earn a 
high school diploma and 60 college credit 
hours. Early College High Schools: 

• provide dual credit at no cost to students, 
• offer rigorous instruction and accelerated 

courses, 
• provide academic and social support ser-

vices to help students succeed, 
• increase college readiness, and 
    reduce barriers to college access 

Should my child attend an ECHS? 

Early College High Schools are public schools 
and, therefore, any high school student zoned 
within geographical boundaries of Panola 
Schools district may apply. Students who meet 
one or more of the following criteria are en-
couraged to apply: 

• might be the first in their family to attend 
college. 

• want to attend college but need a no-cost 
solution. 

• are motivated to challenge themselves with 
in depth college-level course work. 

• are comfortable in smaller classes focused 
on academics. 

• are open to accept academic guidance from 

dedicated, collegiate teachers and profes-

sors. 



ECHS Frequently Asked Questions 

• I have a child in the 8th grade. 

Should he/she apply to an Early 

College High School? 

All students have access to the pro-

gram; however, the ECHS core mission 

is to give prospective first-generation 

and other typically underrepresented 

students in higher education a no-cost 

solution to a post-secondary educa-

tion . (TEA ECHS Blueprint, Benchmark 

1) 

 

• How many college hours will my 

child take if enrolled in an ECHS? 
Freshmen are enrolled in at least one col-

lege course if not two according to TSI re-

sults. Sophomores also, may enroll up to 

two per semester. Most ECHS students may 

enroll up to 12 hours of college coursework 

in a semester by their junior and senior 

years. The objective is to graduate with an 

Associate degree by high school graduation 

or to have accumulated up to 60 hours to-

wards a Bachelor's degree.  

 

• If I want to attend an ECHS, do I 

need my parent’s permission? 

Yes. Parents are recognized as our part-

ners. By granting permission, the par-

ent(s) are demonstrating their support 

to this process.  

 

• Can students outside of Panola 

Schools district apply to attend an 

ECHS? 

Students must reside within the Panola 

Schools geographical boundaries to 

enroll in our school.  

 

What is the difference between ECHS and Dual Credit? 

Early College High Schools (ECHS) 

By blending high school and college coursework, ECHS gives stu-

dents, particularly historically underserved and at-risk students 

the opportunity to earn up to two years of college credit (60 

hours), tuition-free, while earning a high school diploma. The The 

Texas Education Agency (TEA) launched the initiative to increase 

the college readiness of students across Texas by providing rigor-

ous instruction and coursework as well as academic and social 

support. Early College High Schools provide students with highly 

personalized attention and encourage lasting relationships with 

teachers and classmates. The experience creates a college-like cul-

ture that encourages students to continue their higher education 

journey.  



Preparing Texas students for a successful future ! 

Panola Early College High 
820 West Panola, W.C. Smith Building 
Carthage, TX 75633 

(903) 693-6355 ph 
(903) 694-2208 fax 

www.panolaschools.net 
btarjick@pechs.net 

The Early College High School (ECHS) model 

blends high school and college coursework to 

provide at-risk and historically underserved 

students and students who wish to accelerate 

their learning the opportunity to earn an asso-

ciate’s degree and/or 60 hours of college credit 

— tuition-free. The program puts higher edu-

cation within reach of students who may other-

wise be unlikely to attend college and helps 

them prepare for a college environment.  

Call Today to make an Appointment! 


